[image: image1.png]



EARLY EDITION

ROTARY CLUB OF TOWSONTOWNE

CINCO DE MAYO 2010

Meeting called to order:  7:15 a.m. by President Elect Ellie Elgin

Early Edition Writer:  Diane Eaton

Pledge of Allegiance Led by:  Rob Ketron

Invocation by:  Wayne Caskey

Visiting Guests and Rotarians:  Introduced by Tanya Sher

Betty Hill, guest of Carl Tippet; Bill Fitzell, guest of Gia Maglinano; and past member Tom  Singleton.  Good to see Tom again.
Health & Well Being:  Ameous Lucas read about the meaning of listening and living in moment.  Most conversations are not conversations at all, but monologue because the other person is not really listening.  Because our minds wander when we are supposed to be listening, we miss many very important messages!  Every moment offers a message-God’s message.  The other half of the team was the Larry & Linda Show, with Larry Blizzard “remembering” his mother’s advice on life--in tribute to Mother’s Day.  Linda Tice chimed in the motherly advice.   Then we had a nice long hug fest.

Rotary Tidbit:  Brenda Dandy informed us that in this time of low charitable giving, Rotary International hit its third highest year of contributions.  RI currently is running a 200,000,000.00 challenge, and is working on International studies and Peace and Conflict among its other programs.

Sergeant-at-arms:  Chris Siciliano collected loads of Happy Dollars, many for fines for members not wearing their Rotary pins,  some for Keith Schmidt and his big publicity piece in the newspaper, and others from Rob Ketron, Ed Podowski, Larry Blizzard for the Bonds Meadows raffle for a trip for two to Jamaica, also dollars from Gia Magliano, Kathy Yeager, Carl Tippett, Ameous Lucas, Curt Heinfelden, Suzanne Pearce, Rina Reed, Ellie Elgin, Richard Sunderland, Mahmood Farazdaghi, and from Chris and Keith themselves.  Do not know how much of a penalty Keith paid.

Announcements:  Foundation Meeting after general meeting.

Ellie will be meeting with Neil on activities for upcoming year.

Remember International Convention in Montreal June 17-22.

Hope’s Hero’s June 5. Need about 30 volunteers.  Our Rotary is a sponsor—please volunteer to Linda Tice or David Slomkowski.

Speaker:  Our speaker today was our member, Bob Koenig, who showed us a documentary which he produced, “Returned:  Child Soldiers of Nepal’s Maoist Army”.  It documented the enticements aimed at poor families for better living conditions and education for their young adult children if they joined the Maoist Movement.  The goal of the Maoist movement was the overthrow of the King.  The Maoists are still an insurgent movement but not a governing force.  While the king has stepped down, the government is now run by a Prime Minister, with seven major political parties.  We were shown a 15 minute segment of a one hour documentary.  It was Bob that produced the film which cost around $30,000 with the major costs in the translating.  It is being distributed through his company.  Assistance in obtaining actual war footage came from the U.N. and the Maoists.  He has another film on Rwanda coming out this summer.  

50/50 Winner:  was Diane, who did not draw the Ace of Diamonds but won Bottle of wine labeled The Last Kiss. (Wow, that’s been awhile!)

The pledge of the things we think, say and do, ended the meeting which was adjourned at 8:30 a.m.

