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                Towsontowne Rotary Club

               Early Edition – April 22, 2009


Writer:  Curt Heinfelden after the fact recruit – no notes
Call to Order:  President Rina Reed  called the meeting to order at 7:13am
The Pledge:  Richard Sunderland 
Invocation: Rob Ketron
Guests: Ellie Elgin, introduced our Guests: 

Betty Hill Guest of Carl Tippett
Jo Martin Guest of the Club
Health and Welfare-being: Lynne – Frank’s niece (I hope I got the relationship correct) was in the hospital with a growth on her neck that was removed. They are awaiting biopsy result. Please keep her and her family in your thoughts and prayers.
Lynne shared an article from that liberal bastion of bird cage liners (The NY Times). As nearly as I can recall, the thrust of the article was that having lots of friends was proven scientifically to aid in long life and teen age children and families in general just suck the life out of you…but I could have missed something…

Hugs were then exchanged.
Announcements: President Reed inducted two new Members to the Towsontowne Rotary Family – Dwight Griffith and Ameous Lucas. 
Sergeant at Arms by Rick Mowen: Many, many Happy Dollars were shared. Since the writer was not aware that he would be doing the Early Edition most of them he cannot remember. Apologies in advance

There were many Happy Dollars given in recognition of our new Members and the return of Jo Martin. Chris was glad to be back from Nepal where he had a wonderful time. Le and Neil thanked Season for his help in making their visit safe and memorable.
There were no fines today as it appeared that most of the Membership had been able to dress themselves appropriately – including Rotary Pins. There was an anxious moment when a table appeared to be all male; but order was restored when the Secretary rejoined them.

Curt provided a “Thank You” gift to Bob K for a Rotarian Helping Rotarian. We hope he enjoys being a Junior Space Cadet. Also on the agenda was a special “feel good” gift for Richard who was still suffering from the ‘shock’ of winning the Lottery last week. He was devastated to learn the Ticket was a fake! We all hope his new pacifier and Ozzie the Bear will help sooth his frazzled nerves. Finally, to assist Chris and Siobain as their relationship grows, Chris was given a “Love Control Kit” including all four bases, a Home Plate and a Pitching Rubber. Please ask Chris for detail on this…It all seemed somehow to be part and parcel of the “charmingly odd behavior” for which the Club is known.
Program: Rina introduced Vincent DeMarco and Brooke (whose last name I missed) from the Maryland Health Care For All. This Organization is working to provide affordable, high-quality health care to all Marylanders. This ambitious program purports to accomplish this through a comprehensive approach to providing health care for all and a series of funding scenarios. 
The Program envisions utilizing support from the Federal Government, a State-sponsored Health Insurance Pool for smaller businesses and high medical cost/catastrophic reinsurance coverage by the State. 
The expectation is that insurance premiums will be lower for small businesses through the Health Insurance Pool and that other insurance premiums will be lower from private insurance companies.
Funding will be through higher Payroll Taxes – which will be offset by the lower insurance premiums and increased fees/taxes on tobacco, alcohol.
50/50 Winner: Chris “The Love Machine” Siciliano had his ticket pulled but found the Queen of Spades instead of the Ace of Diamonds.
Adjournment:  8:39am
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