ROTARY CLUB OF TOWSONTOWNE
EARLY EDITION

Wednesday, July 15, 2009
Pledge of Allegiance: Keith Schmidt sans Flag

Invocation:  Jane Brewer
Early Edition Writer:  Brenda Dandy

Greeter:  Jim Boyd
The meeting was called to order via gavel by President Neil.
Neil presented a plaque to Rina sans the gavel (Rob K. wasn’t aware that the gavel had to be ordered separately from the plaque—I think he was fined for that omission) and a pin to her thanking her for her stint as being President last year.

Visiting Rotarians: Wayne Dahlstrom up from Naples, Florida (what a pleasant surprise)—Wayne was a former member and Past President of our Club and currently he’s a member of the Rotary Club in Naples
Wayne presented Neil with a banner from his club, and Neil presented him with one from ours.
Guests:  Beverly Dahlstom—wife of Wayne, Pia Abvertine—friend of the Dahlstroms, our returning Jo Martin (soon to be reinstated as a member next week), Betty Hill—friend of Carl, and Erika Huff from Baltimore Smart CEO  
 Health and Well Being:  As usual Lynne gave us inspiration with something quite memorable, but somehow I can’t remember it; but it was really good.  I know that. Rina updated us on her mother-in-law, who is still in the hospital.  I gave an update on my mother-in-law who had a broken hip.  She was able to return to her own home on Monday.

 Sergeant at Arms:  Rick Mowen fined a $ to himself for not bringing his timer to keep people in line from going over the time limit and a happy $ for the beautiful weather.  Several happy $’s were given in honor of the Dahlstrom’s being with us. Andy gave a $ along with a great tidbit—some of it said, I think, “Giving to others is better than exercising four times a week.”—wow!, Adam sold his house with the help of Joe Tillman.  He’s now looking for another home; Diane Eaton gave because we had a full house this a.m.; Le happy he’s going to Montana next week; Rina because she’s able to sit at the table in the back; Yolanda was on vacation; Betty because everyone else gave; Hilla for something; Joe Tillman (I think because of the sale of Adam’s house and looking forward to helping him get another one); Chris is going to Nicaragua with his girl and also he’ll have a new job to start when he returns.

Announcements:

 Chris informed us that the paper work for an international project slated for last fiscal year didn’t come in until this fiscal year—not sure of all the details—but we will be following up with that and joining forces with the Hunt Valley Club to help complete the hospital in Nepal where we were instrumental in supplying them with an ambulance. 
Saturday, July 18, the Mood Swings will be giving a concert at the Hampton National Historic site.  It’s from 5 until 9 p.m., and it’s free.  Bring your families, your picnic supper, lawn chairs and friends for a beautiful summer evening.  There WILL be an opportunity to buy food there as well.  In addition you may purchase wine and beer there.

Manor Care is this Saturday.

Next Wednesday we will be meting at Ameous Lucas’ place for our annual recap of our Foundation donations to the various charities throughout the year.  It will be held at 12 noon.  REMEMBER there will be no morning meeting next week.

Speaker:

Our speaker was Craig Burns, the founder and CEO of the Baltimore Smart CEO publication.  He went on to say “every business has a story to tell.”
It was started 8 years ago.  The first decision was to come up with a name.  After several tries, he came up with the name stated above.  They initially published in the Maryland area but they have expanded into the Washington, D.C. area. Additionally, plans are being made to expand into the Philadelphia market.

The first edition was scheduled to go out just as 9/11 occurred

The first cover had Brian Billick, the former Ravens coach, on it.  He proceeded to show us other covers, some of which had many noted personalities on them.  The strength, he said they are trying to portray, is about the entrepreneurial spirit of America, a line he got from George W. Bush after 9’11 encouraging everyone to get back to their businesses..

Each year they come with an award for the Smart CEO of the year.  The first one was Kevin Plank, the founder and owner of Under Armour.  A few others to follow were Steve Geppi, Jeffrey Briggs, Chris Warner to name a few.

Craig was an excellent speaker.  It would be great to have him back. Wayne Caskey and Curt Heinfelden,, our members, were acknowledged and thanked by Craig.  Wayne has been a contributing writer for the publication, and Curt’s bank, Bay National, was one of the first to advertise in the publication.
  50/50:  Rina was the winner and took home a wonderful bottle of wine.
Meeting adjourned at 8:30
