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                 Early Edition October 21, 2009


This morning we met the Holiday Inn.  

The first order of business was for the meeting to be called to order at 7:15 a.m. by Neil Young.  Season led the membership in the Pledge of Allegiance and Chris gave the invocation.  Tanya Sher introduced our guest Kiran Pantha, owner of Kathmandu Kitchen in Towson.

Health & Well Being: Lynne asked if there were any updates on the health of our membership.  Linda reported that Yolanda is stressed, says hello and wants to be replaced next week for the Early Edition. Lynne shared two quotes: Whoopi Goldberg who said “I don’t have pet peeves, I have irritations” and Tina Turner who said “The real power of the success I have made is something I have always had – the Love of God”.
Rotary Tidbit: Adam Spence informed us that the Rotary Club of Edmonton has contributed 1.25 million dollars in recent years for community service projects – WOW!! Here is how some of your Rotary donations are used: Mosquito nets - $5 each, cataracts - $25, Rapid HIV - $.70, Vitamin A - $.02, Polio - $.60, Biosand filters $32, flock of chickens $20. Our donations sure go a long way to help those in need!!
Sergeant-at-Arms Rick started things off by announcing that Richard was celebrating a birthday today and a fine was assessed.  Fines were also going to be assessed for those wearing brown shoes or not attending the 20th anniversary dinner and Rick promptly fined himself for not being able to make the dinner.

Brenda gave happy dollars for her daughter and son-in-law who are taking her to the Bruce Springsteen concert, Season for his friend from Nepal, Jack gave his brown shoe fine and to remind everyone to get money in for the anniversary dinner. Bob K gave dollars for a signup sheet on the table and a cartoon for lawyers. Neil gave dollars for a lawyer joke and for missing a recent meeting at the Perry Hall Rotary, Le gave for his friend from Denali and the Kathmandu kitchen, Ellie for us having a good club and a good board meeting yesterday, Curt for Rob Ketron helping out at Manor Care and the Rotary Tidbit and educated us on the “zone 33”.

Adam gave for his best cub scout meeting of the year complete with snakes and owls and the need for crazier kids, Curt for the Tidbit and the missed field goal on Sunday. Gia gave happy dollars for successful hanging decoration from a ladder while in heels without hurting herself (you may want to re-think that one girl) and her son who made his own lunch. Gia also gave happy dollars for everyone who turns in money today for the anniversary dinner. Bob K gave for Gia’s son making lunch, for foster kids everywhere and for Steve Bender not playing his horn in heaven.

Pat paid his fine for missing dinner, for using Rotary time to get advice and leaving early which led to a bidding war to decide which tie he should wear at his speech. Tom was the high bidder with a bid of $8 to for Pat to wear the yellow tie. Linda gave for Foster children everywhere and a fun run with the foster kids (thanks for not falling again). Hilla paid a brown shoe fine, Bob for his friends from Nepal visiting, Jennifer for 200 students successfully completing the PSAT’s and for the Boys Latin zoo students and Rotary in Fredrick, Ameous for Linda’s participation in running with the kids and for Jack who offered an opportunity to challenge the kids and of course for his beloved foster kids everywhere looking for a loving families. AJ gave for his brown shoes, for the great achievement of getting his legs through the holes in his underwear and for our guest, Andrew for Ray Lewis and his mom for participating in the cabaret for kids, for his daughter and son in law who are moving back to Baltimore looking for jobs in the sales/management field and real estate/contracts attorney field. Ed gave dollars for his brown shoes and winning the drawing last week. 

Announcements: Chris told us about a flyer on the table for the Hunt Valley Rotary wine tasting event that benefits the Setiganga Hospital and Jennifer had a flyer for those who want to help with the Towson high School interview day on Nov 11th. Ed told us about the upcoming small business awards. Season told us about an event this Sunday to benefit breast and cervical cancer in Nepal.
Speaker:  Jo Martin and Ed Podowski gave their classification talks. 
Jo who was a member from 2002-2005 has just returned to the club this year is a public relations specialist running her own business, Jo Martin Incorporated. After going to the University of Missouri School of Journalism, Jo began her career working for the Kanete news service working on a prototype which later became USA Today. In her early years she found reporting very exciting. Jo came to Baltimore to work for the News American afternoon paper and then found what she had been trained to do no longer was going to be an option as a profession as we are now seeing the newspaper business rapidly dying off. In 1986, Jo was asked to write for Johns Hopkins nonprofit public affairs and as Associate Director put together information for the School of Public health. There she learned about about the politics or a large organization and worked for 5 years at the Children’s Center. From there, Jo spent 5 years at the University of Baltimore and had trouble finding professionals who could get the job done, so in 2001, Jo started her own business specializing in communication strategies for small non profits doing writing, events, publications and ways to get the message out to improve peoples’ lives. Jo was also in charge of the bicentennial publication of events for the Johns Hopkins School of Medicine and is now working with our Rotary Club and a $5000 grant to help us and two other clubs work on getting our message out to the community.
Ed Podowski heads his company digiGenics. Ed has been a Rotary member since April joining after years of Brenda’s efforts to recruit him. Ed grew up in Baltimore County and has lived there his entire life. He has two children – 1 doing research at Hopkins and 1 doing computer HVAC control work. Ed began his career learning accounting at the University of Baltimore and in 1995 while the economy was downsizing and Ed was waiting for the results of his CPA, he decided that this new thing called the internet would be big and filed the papers to start digiGenics. Ed learned how to do programming, build websites and work with databases. Ed brought his unique accounting background perspective to website design and internet marketing. If it involves a computer, digiGenics does it. They install network systems for multiple offices and have the largest Red Bull distributer as a client. They can also put remote IT employees into your business if needed. Ed talked about the value of social networking using Facebook and Twitter as tools to get your message out and how to use proper key words and linking to improve your hits on search engines.
50/50 winner – Ed and Jo drew Bob Johnson’s ticket, no Ace of ( was drawn, thus Bob won the bottle of “Cheap Red Wine.” 

Neil adjourned the meeting at 8:35 a.m.
