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Meeting Called to order by President Ellie right on time @ 7:15am , with PDG Rob (Ketron) leading the pledge and Ed Podowski providing us the invocation filling in for the absent (and sorely missed Pat Pilachowski.   

Our Guests this morning as introduced by our Honourable Secretary Tanya included Heather Waesche  (Gia), a LifeMax health products marketer; Kelly Herman [Ellie], Personnel Analyst for the Baltimore. County School District’s Department of Human Resources (Ellie); and Pat Larson [Rob Ketron], new General Manager for Towson Suites Hotel across the street.  Also gracing us with their presence were Larry Blizzard’s wife Marissa and Suzanne Pearce’s husband Bob.

PDG Rob finally made a rather belated presentation to President Ellie of the unique triangular banner of the Rotary Club of Grand Cayman Sunrise, which he has had in his possession far too long.  He also brought greetings from President Mike Levitt, who also is the Cayman Islands advisor to Rotaract and who oversees the two Rotaract clubs he helped form on Grand Cayman.

Announcements - 


- P.P. Neil announced the imminent reintroduction of Towsontowne’s Friday Nite at the Movies, which will take place on Friday, 19th November, at Gia’s.


- Community Service Director Keith recirculated the Salvation Army Bell Ringing sign-up sheet noting that a few slots still were open for our __ December date @ WalMart in the (old) Eudowood Shopping Center between Joppa & Putty Hill Roads


- Club Service Director Linda needs help on Manor Care, asking that each member sign up for one Saturday afternoon of each  year; this event, which is so valued by the shut-in residents of this geriatric care center, generally is held on the third Saturday of each month on the at the Manor Care home on Joppa Road just west of Black & Decker. 

Speaking of CSD Linda, next up was Health & Welfare, which was sobered by the report that PDG Rob Brown continues to be challenged by issues from his recent surgery, which was not successful.   But that has not stopped PDG RobB from his appointed rounds in support of the Rotary Foundation, as it was noted that he was at Columbia Rotary just last night giving a Foundation Month talk.  Club Membership Chair Larry,  filling in admirably  for Ameous, who is off raising money for his latest Arrow Ministries project, 

providing us with a noteworthy Inspiration.

This was our introduction to our Wednesday morning ritual of Sharing Greetings around the room!  Ah, the unique Towsontowne Touch ........

Sergeant-att-Arms Joe Tillman, complete with PP Joy Derda’s helmet, got us off with Happy Bucks:  
After the standard pins, badges and late arrivals, Gia noted her delight that Heather had come as her guest and then gave us a rousing description of Prof Ray Reyes piano performance that she attended with her children.  Ray then responded that he enjoyed it just as much!  PP Andy announced that the Children’s Guild has just been approved for a new 990 student charter school - in PG, no less -  won’t that keep him busy!

Both PP Suzanne and CMC Larry were happy enough that their spouses were in attendance that they contributed Happy Bucks for the occasion.  Both Mahmood Farazdaghi and Ed Podowski paid for their happiness, but this rather distracted writer didn’t catch quite why!  But shouldn’t he be forgiven for being able to spell their names correctly?   
PP Jack Giacomo gave away a lot just by announcing he had been to his 50th High School reunion recently - but we forgave him for saying that he and his classmates “all looked the same.”  Sure, Jack, anyone who believes that one we need to catch up with, as we’ve heard there is a bridge for sale in Brooklyn.... real cheap!  And as for having lost 25% of your classmates already, that’s actually below the average for your age, unless you all graduated at age 14!

Bob Koenig pleasured all of us with his announcement that the film on Rwanda had premiered successfully in Boston, and PP Neil announced his pleasure that Navy now was bowl eligible (eat your heart out, Keith!) And Neil announced something good about the Rotary Club of Bishkek, Tajikistan which we just didn’t catch.  Plus something about dinosaurs having a bad day???  Did I really hear that?  Or are the acoustics, too many soft voices not projecting well, or the ears of an aging EE Writer at fault???? ..........

It was announced as well that our attendance this morning was severely affected by the number of our members serving as  interviewers for Towson High School’s annual Senior Day.

They - as well as all of our absent members - missed one of the most moving and sobering presentations in the history of our club.

Our speaker today was Adele “Deli” Strummer, a survivor of five Nazi concentration and death camps.   There simply is no way to adequately describe Deli except to note her determination, her passion and her message are timeless and have not diminished one iota to the present, some 72 years after her nightmare began on Kristallnacht in Vienna.

Deli’s father was Jewish, her mother, Christian.  46 members of her family would not survive the Holocaust.  In her presentation to us, she did not elaborate who did, and who did not.  In the greater scheme of the story, that matters little, for Deli’s story is one of absolute horror of the magnitude of this atrocity, followed by admiration of her as well as of all those others who survived.  Hopefully, we as Rotarians can find a way to help her in her ongoing quest to ensure no repetition of this monstrous behavior ever occurs again.   

Deli became a number; she had no dignity.  She was undernourished, starved, humiliated.  Nazi guards put out their cigarettes by stubbing them directly into her body, which retains the scars to the present.   

But her spirit was indomitable, and she continues her quest to speak out to this day.  Despite seeing her Vienna neighbors continuing after Kristallnacht to rob her home, despite her loss of family, despite her utter sense of helplessness against the inhuman treatment of Nazi guards and others, despite her horrific experiences and memories of Auschwitz, she has a humanitarian soul and a disposition that is all but unfathomable to comprehend.   The Public Relations Director of Zarhar, Jackie Sims, is amazed by her inspirational presence, and we were the beneficiaries of that presence this past Wednesday.

Our Rotary club was blessed by her appearance, and we are so very grateful for both her message and her spirit that permeated Confetti’s.

After this moving presentation, your EE Writer, deep in conversation with Jackie Sims,  failed entirely to record who won the 50-50 drawing.   Sorry.  

Only after the meeting did this EE Writer notice that as they arrived just before 8:00 am, they had brought a most moving and illuminative series of exhibit boards that helped fill in the story.   This is one Rotarian that firmly believes we should see it again, to hear her story and to fill in the information gaps.  

Deli’s printed statement provided at our tables is reproduced below in its entirety, for there is no way that we can diminish the significance of what she represents to the world even at the age of 88 and a lifetime of service in medical research.   We are indeed fortunate that she survived. 

PDG Rob Ketron

Early Edition Writer
Remembrance of a Promise -
Deli Strummer, through the grace of God and her strong will to determination to survive, lived through the unbelievable terror of the Holocaust.  Deli survived five concentration and death camps.  She made a solemn promise to God that she would devote her life to give witness to the world.  Deli fulfills her promise by speaking to students of every age, to churches, civic organizations and the military in many states.   

Deli is the author of “A Personal Reflection of the Holocaust” and has participated in the television documentaries “Triumph of the Spirit” and “From Out of Ashes:  The Deli Strummer Story.”

Deli’s 25-year career as a medical researcher led her from the Sloan-Kettering Memorial Hospital in New York to Sinai Hospital in Baltimore.  Deli had a second career as a grief recovery facilitator for Sinai.  She is a resident of Towson and has participated as an honored guest in the Towson Fourth of July Parade for nine years.

She established and is president of the Zarhar Remembrance Fund, Inc which enables her to continue her life-long work as a Witness.  On May 5, 2010, Deli celebrated her 65th anniversary of her liberation from the Mauthausen concentration camp.   

Zarhar Remembrance Fund, Inc

P O Box 77,  Timonium, MD 21093

www.delistrummer.org        Jackie Sims, Public Relations    410.557.8982

My Memories of Kristallnacht

Deli Strummer, Holocaust Survivor

Kristallnacht: “The Night of the Broken Glass”
Vienna, Austria     November 9, 1938


Seventy years have passed and my memories are still so vivid.  The Brown Shirts, Hitler’s helpers, stormed into our home forcing my family and me to remain in a corner of our apartment.  In front of us a weapon, the first impression in my life of Hitler’s madness.   Piece by piece, our belongings were robbed and destroyed.   How vivid my memory is.  Hitler’s destructive “iron fist” hit our home.


In our possession was a baby grand piano.  They tried to remove it, but in their anger, not being able to do so, one decided to jump on it and broke the piano and injured it badly.   This was my mother’s pride and joy.   My mother had a singing career in this old world and she turned silent.  I thought she would cry, but holding my baby brother, who was a late-comer in the family, in her arm, she just buried her head in his little body.  It didn’t take long, [then] those brown brigades left our house and we became the poorest people on the street.  However, we had each other and I remember my mother turning toward’s my father trying to comfort him and trying to comfort us.


How little we knew at Kristallnacht. [Of] What would be and [what] would become of our lives.


We looked at what was left of our belongings to find some comfort. Mother walked over to her beloved, damaged piano and touched the keyboard so a little sound came out and hit my ears.  I looked at my mother’s face and she smiled.   How little we knew about our future, but how glorious we felt to be together.


After 70 years, the Vienna I always loved has slowly come back to its music in a world that [once]  was so special to me.   My mother’s music has found a place in the world again.  How grateful I am.   Shalom!

Forever,

Deli

Note:   Deli was 16 when Kristallnacht occurred.  That night was the beginning of Hitler’s reign of terror on the Jews of Vienna.   Every window of a Jewish home or building was broken - every window in every synagogue was broken and most were burned to the ground.  The nightmare had begun.
