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ROTARY CLUB OF TOWSONTOWNE

EARLY EDITION:  January 6, 2010

Meeting Call to Order:  President Neil Young 7:15:01 A.M.
Early Edition Writer:  Diane Eaton

Pledge of Allegiance Led by:  Jane Brewer

Invocation by:  Wayne Caskey

Visiting Guests and Rotarians Introduced by Tanya Sher: Robert Koenig, and PP Allen Stockbridge

Health and Well Being:  Lynne Gilliland Judd


May you always make the right moves,
May your cup runneth over with love,
May you always find shelter from any storm,
May you remain good looking and looking good,
May you find the perfect diet for you soul,
May you find perfect balance in the company you keep,
May you have as much fun as you can before someone makes you stop,
May you manage to MAKE time for siesta,
May all the new folks you meet be interesting and kind,
May your accessories always harmonize with your natural beauty,
May you always know when to walk away and know when to run,
And may your friends always bring you joy!

MAY YOU HAVE A WONDERFUL NEW YEAR FILLED WITH LOVE,

HAPPINESS, AND HOPE.

and then we hugged!
Rotary Tidbit:  Brenda Dandy

Paraphrasing Mother Theresa (who exemplified our Rotary initiatives and who was an Honorary Rotarian, “I do what I can, With what I have, Whenever can”.

Sergeant-at-Arms:  Neil deputized Ameous Lucas as temporary Sergeant-at-Arms in Jo Martin’s absence.  Happy Dollars were collected in the helmet from: Jane Brewer (happy or SAD) for tax season;  Robert Koenig sold his Atlanta house and purchased a new one in Baltimore; Neil Young for Navy’s Victory; Linda Tice for the art of persuasion with her Steeler fan grandson admitting a possible Raven’s playoff victory; Carl Tippett leaving early; Meena Pradhan in attendance; Le Mebust for the New Year; Chris Siciliano for having to leave early, and the highlight (postponed momentary by Jo Martin’s entrance) his proposal to Sioban, who accepted!!  Continuing-Rob Brown for the heat; Jenette Young for a Happy Holiday season; Rob Ketron, Diane Eaton, Suzanne Pearce and Brenda Dandy in congratulations to Chris and Sioban; Caskey for the New Year; Curt Heinfelden reminded us that “the early bird gets the worm but the second mouse gets the cheese”; Ellie Elgin for her son and the New Year; Hilla Keren for her family in the world and in the spiritual world, and the name Sioban means Transition, transforming; Keith Schmidt for Curt predicting the Ohio Buckeyes playing the Oregon Ducks; Ameous Lucas to be back after missing several meetings; Jo Martin for the honor of caring for her mother; and Season for missing a meeting, being late and leaving early! Whew- that was a lot of happy dollars!

Announcements:

Reminders of the 2010 District and RI meetings

$523.00 was raised during the Salvation Bell Ringing

April 10th is Dental Day with Keith Schmidt

Dave Slomkowski’s Run for Hope will be held in June

Speaker: Leigh Kramer, President of Helicopter Marketing

Ms. Kramer presented an enlightening program based on establishing a Marketing Plan and a Marketing Strategy.  Most plans are 1-5 years and should include one’s situation analysis, problems/opportunities, & a timetable for achieving the goals which will help achieve future sales and growth.  The foundation of the plan is the Marketing Strategy.  Budget needs to be calculated based on fixed marketing and advertising costs, and utilizing what is left.  Understanding the customer through research or surveys is most important. POSITION YOURSELF IN THE HEARTS AND MINDS OF THE  CUSTOMER.  In analyzing your situation use what is referred to as SWOT (strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats).  Measure your success by: increasing foot traffic; increasing your sales by a certain increment ($10 per customer); implement a tactical plan to focus your money on your objectives.  How are you caring for your customers?  The right strategy makes any tactic work perfectly.  Why “Helicopter Marketing”?  The connotation is nimbleness and reconnaissance.  

50/50 Winner:  Le Mebust-a nice bottle of wine!

Adjournment:  Neil Young adjourned the first meeting of the New Year at 8:30 a.m.

