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       Early Edition
November 24, 2010
 

Meeting Called to Order: Ellie

Early Edition Writer: Chris

Pledge of Allegiance: Rob Brown

Invocation: Jack

Visiting Guests: Betty Hill, Ameous’ handsome two sons and Pat Larson

 

Health & Well Being: 

Jenifer’s friend just lost her husband. Rob Ketron’s brother-in-law suffered a heart attack yesterday. Please keep them in your thoughts and prayers. 

 

Sergeant-at-Arms: 

A vote was taken to donate all of the happy dollars to Arrow Ministries to help pay for Jim’s Gym (Jim Boyd, who WAS present YET AGAIN, is working with Ameous to put in a new gym floor). Jane, Rob, Wayne, Linda Neil, Jack, Jenifer and Larry all gave happy dollars, focusing on what they are thankful for, and to support Jim’s Gym. A lot of other people, including myself, gave as well for the same and I couldn’t keep up so I stopped writing.  Cramping up….. Oh wait, this one is key – George celebrated one year of wedded bliss! As if there is any other kind….

 

Announcements:

Dec 11th is Bell Ringing for the Salvation Army. Please remember your shift!

Dictionaries arrive in January (Keith – safe travels to O-H-I-O Buddy!)

 

Speaker: Charles White, Port Commissioner

The last Rotary meeting he attended was 60 years ago. He was so shaken by the experience it took him over half a century to return. And thanks to the “hugs” portion of our program it could be another half century before he returns!

The Port is the most important economic entity in Maryland.

  16,700 regular jobs

  35,000 related jobs

  $4 billion in personal wages

  $400 million in taxes

 

Baltimore is the #1 port in the country for forest products – lumber, wood pulp, etc and roll-on, roll off trucks. We are number two in automobiles.

 

Charlie said that recently was the busiest period in the history of the Port, which shows the recession may be over!

 

Three factors determine if a port is successful:

1)   Geography

2)   Inland Infrastructure – Rail and highway is crucial. Our rail is antiquated and will need to be updated to allow double stacked containers (when cargo containers are stacked two high)

CSX is planning on building a new hub south of Baltimore, outside of the beltway, so that trains can allow doublestacks by avoiding the tunnels.

3)   Percentage of government participation - Some states have public ports and others are private, with a variety of hybrids.

MPA is not pushing to be profitable, instead focusing on job growth

 

Our longshoremen have the best loading and unloading times of any port around which is a huge deciding factor when companies are deciding which port to use.

 

Then Charlie focused on the big picture and the future of the Port.

 

The Opportunity: 

Maryland passed legislation authorizing a 50 ft-berth to be built to handle the new cargo ships coming from Asia.  With the installation new cranes to handle the large ships we will be the only port on the East coast equipped to handle them.

 

The Challenge: 

Our bay has a soft sand base requiring us to dredge to meet this need. With current dredge material the Port has built Poplar Island and expanded Hart Miller Island. This is a huge issue that will need to be continually addressed. Fortunately for this week’s Early Edition writer, who sells greenroof growing media, he works in a quarry which accepts dredge material so send it my way! 

 

Speaking of greenroofs, I will be in Vancouver next week at a greenroof conference so in my absence please prepare yourself for a lack of ill-timed, inappropriate and often politically incorrect comments. Though if you stand close enough to Neil or Larry they just might fill that void.

 

50/50 Winner: Jo Martin, who received a lovely, lovely bottle of vino.

 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING!!!
