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 EARLY EDITION

July 29, 2009
Early Edition Writer – Bob Kalinoski

Call to Order

The meeting was called to order by President Neil Young.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Chris Siciliano and Jack Giacomo did the invocation.

Visitors and Guests

Guests introduced by Tanya Sher were Pat Pilachowski, guest of Gia Magliano; A.J. Whitmore, guest of Rob Ketron; Betty Hill, guest of Carl Tippett; and Tom Umoh, guest of Adam Spence. Bob Bokma was a visiting Rotarian from the Rotary Club of Upper Montgomery.
Health & Well Being
Led by Lynn Gililland-Garber:  Carl’s son, Dean Tippett, continues to recover and has been moved to the rehab facility in Washington DC.  Gia is concerned about her friend Denia, who is having a double mastectomy.  Rina Reed’s mother is out of the hospital.  Betty Hill’s brother-in-law died last week.  Lynn read a piece on the propriety of hugging in business settings. The article said that the “warm and fuzzy gesture” may be appropriate for social settings but should be rejected in business settings.  Apparently there are four types of hugs, curiously named numbers one, two, three and four, which Lynn hopefully will demonstrate next week.
The Rotary Tidbit was skipped.

Sergeant at Arms 
Rick Mowen collected many Happy Dollars for, among other things, Dwight and Alex Griffiths’ trip to Russia to install the playground for which raised $60,000; Ameous Lucas for hosting our Rotary Foundation meeting at his facility last week; Chris Siciliano’s return from Nicaragua; two large color photos  The Daily  Record that bore a startling resemblance to Adam Spence, Tanya Sher’s departure from Russia in 1981; Hilla Keren’s daughter’s new job; Jack Giacomo’s comments about the national high school rodeo in Farmington, New Mexico and, of course, Dean Tippett.
Announcements

1. Rina gave Carl a certificate for an astounding 53 years of perfect Rotary attendance.  

2. Neil announced that the Rotary meeting attendance requirement is now 50 percent instead of 60 percent.  He urged everyone to do make-ups at other clubs.  There will be a club contest for the member who brings back the banner from the most distant Rotary Club.

3. Rob Ketron gave Dwight Griffith a plaque to take to Siberia, which Rob had received from a Rotarian in New Mexico, who received it from a Rotarian in New Zealand, who received it from a Rotarian in South Africa. (Ultimately, it may be given to Gidney and Cloyd.)
Program: 
Our speakers were Lt. John McGann, of the Baltimore County Police Department, who was one of the four members of the District 7620 Group Study Exchange team to Greece this past year, and Bob Martin, the GSA Team leader, who is a Rotarian from the Rotary Club of Rockville.
The GSE trip lasted four weeks and covered the Greek mainland as well as the southern islands, including Peloponnesos, Crete and Rhodes. The most important words John and Bob wanted to convey to us was “thank you, “ since the trip was made possible only by the efforts of a great number of Rotarians here and in Greece.  Stunning colored slides of the Greek Islands and the Greek mainland were shown.   The emblem on the District 7620 GSE Team shirt said “From the birthplace of Rotary to the birthplace of Western Civilization.”  
The Greeks are extremely proud of their Rotarians.  One child our team met had become a Paul Harris Fellow at birth.  Bob suggested that this was a great way to further the Paul Harris Fellowship ideal.  
A project that our team hopes our district will work on with their Greek counterparts is to provide pumper trucks to fight forest fires.  Fires apparently are deliberately and illegally set to enable land to be developed, since forested land cannot be developed while cleared land can be developed.
Bob said that they were astounded by the knowledge of the U.S. displayed by all the Greeks they met, an awareness that was vastly superior to the average American’s knowledge of the culture and history of Greece.

Neil Young, as the District 7620 GSE Team Chair, was instrumental in selecting and organizing our District’s GSE team.

50/50 Drawing

Ginger was the 50/50 winner of a bottle of wine.
Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:30:00 (give or take a few seconds) by Neil Young.  
As they departed, some Rotarians were thought to have been overheard cheerfully singing “Hi ho, hi ho, it’s off to work we go.” (But perhaps that was apocryphal, since no levity of any kind has ever been known to occur in our club.)
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