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Early Edition

February 24, 2010

Call to Order:


7:15 am by President, Neal Young

Early Edition Writer:

Jenifer Blair

Pledge of Allegiance:


Lead by Neil Yound

Invocation:



Neil Young

Visiting Guests/Rotarians:


George Brown, son in law of Andy; Manley Calhoun, assistant to Rep. Frank Kratovil; Helen Delheim, visiting Rotarian, Nancy Young, visiting Rotarian from Hunt Valley

Health & Well-being:

Ameous Lucas, in his magnificent yellow robe from Nigeria (in honor of Black History Month), shared some words on the importance of Harmony in life…..”Lend a trusting attitude..trust the present, trust the future.”  Larry Blizzard shared a list of amusing reasons on how you know it is going to be a bad day….!

Neil Young asked for prayer of safety for Lynne Gilliland in Haiti. 

Rotary Tidbit:

Jenette Young shared the story of how it was (only) 12 years ago that the Birmingham, AL Rotary finally removed racist language/references from their constitution.

Sergeant –at-Arms:

In Jo Martin’s absence, Chris Siciliano was sworn in for duty.  Happy $$$: Chris S. for Jo; Neil for the U.S. Men’s Hockey team beating Canada in the Olympic competition this week, and for the outstanding U.S. Women’s team as well; Andy for his 43rd anniversary today; Ameous Lucas for the state of RI for firing incompetent teachers who have underperformed and for foster kids; Jenette Young for no snow; Diane Eaton for Lynn in Haiti; Richard S. thanks to Pat P. for helping this past weekend at Manor Care; Rina R. for a friend who survived breast cancer and for selling a house; Keith for Ohio State!: Jack G. and Curt. both thanked fellow Rotarians; Curt shared a bad joke about a Japanese camera and women! (; and Rob K. for his upcoming Road Trip out west!
Announcements:

Silent auction and sponsors still need for the bull roast; This past weekend, Rob Bob, Jo, Ellie and Neil attended the Future Vision seminar in Bowie. Our club is now certified to participate in Future Vision projects. All were encouraged to attend the District Conference in April, Mia Farrow will be the keynote speaker. We are still seeking hosts for the GSC Team arrival from the Czech Republic May 8-11. Neil shared a copy of the rotary ad in Smart CEO magazine and announced a Handbell Event at Andy’s church (sorry, did not catch where) on sun. March 14. Please send your service hours to Dwight.

Speaker:

Wair Omer, MD, a Humphrey Fellow at Johns Hopkins University, provided an overview of his home country of Iraq and the Kurdistan region.  Dr. Weir’s background is in surgery, but he is now studying,a nd focusing on, public health and education.  A few highlights of his presentation:

· Iraq is bordered by 6 countries; Kurdistan is a nation that includes part of surrounding countries

· Kurdistan is the size of CA, is mostly mountains, but desert in the south

· Dr. Weir shared a chronology of Iraq’s recent history, from Great Britain’s rule in the early 20th century, to the political upheavals in the past 20 years.  He showed a clip from YouTube that showed the mass chemical warfare that killed many women and children in 1988. Of significance is the mass exodus of the Kurds in 1991, when 3.5 million left Iraq for Iran and Turkey.
· The political system is in transition, and is modeled after the legislative, executive and judicial branches of government in the U.S.

· The population is very young in Iraq, and 97% are Muslim.

· With the economic challenges in the past 20 years, unemployment has risen and there is significant inflation. Sadly, Iraq has seen its strong educational system erode and is now trying to recover—there was a high percentage of literacy among the population prior to the wars (when education was compulsory).

We had limited time to hear about Health Care and Cuisine, or to address questions—we hope to have Dr. Weir back to continue his presentation.

50/50 Winner:

Dr Weir drew the winning number and Ed Podowski won the wine (not the $$)!  The pot is now more than $800!

Adjournment:

The meeting came to a close at 8:35 am, after reciting the Four Way Test 
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