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Towsontowne Rotary Club
Early Edition
August 26, 2009

Meeting Called to Order:  7:40 am by Past President Diane Eaton in place of President Neil Young, who was vacationing at the beach.

Greeter: Le Mebust, whose sturdy pastor handshake and broad smile were warmer than the bacon! Thanks, Le.
Pledge of Allegiance Led By: Linda Tice

Invocation Led By: Carl Tippett

Early Edition Writer: Jo Martin, who begs the membership’s indulgence in being late with this week’s issue and suggests calling it the Later Edition.

Visiting Guests & Rotarians Introduced by: Tanya Sher. Visitors included former Rotarian and guest speaker Carl Spain.

Health & Well Being:  Lynn Garber , as always, said good morning in her own special way, which is a tall order. (Get it?)  Among those who require our special care and attention are Carl, who will more than likely undergo kidney surgery soon to remove what is suspected to be a tumor. His son, Dean, is showing more signs of progress in recovering from brain surgery, which is wonderful news. The Tippett family is in our prayers and those of our extended families. Rena Reed’s mother-in-law is recovering from open heart surgery. According to Ameous Lucas, the diagnostic unit at his center for children is now open. Lynn read portions of an article about the importance of learning, un-learning, and re-learning throughout our lives. And then members participated in our secret greeting. 

Rotary Tidbit: Kathy Yeager read a quote from Mother Teresa in a Rotary publication. It states: “I do what I can, where I am, with what I have.”

Sergeant-At-Arms: With his long arms, Rick Mowen is able to reach right out and grab those Happy Dollars. This week, he got them from Keith Schmidt, who caught and ate 25 fish on his vacation. Yeah, right. Rena was happy because she and her husband celebrated their 25th anniversary (way to go!) and she sold a house (ditto!).  Kathy was delighted with the recent visit from her daughter’s family, while Chris was at Cape Cod for a rest – from all that traveling? Jennifer had a wonderful time with her mother in France, despite not being able to attend a meeting at a local Rotary club. Wayne Caskey and Keith had a discussion about Ohio State.

Linda recognized all students and teachers, while Carl thanked Keith for being his dentist and pulling a few teeth. Hilla Keren visited Toronto and brought greetings from former TT Rotary member David Saper. Also, Hilla’s was thrilled about her daughter’s impending marriage. Jack Giacomo mentioned Toronto had an all-women Rotary club, and he was happy with his tour of Ameous’s center. Diane was “just happy,” and speaker Carl Spain was pleased to be giving the first talk on a book tour. Gia Magliano told the story of her daughter’s dressing up in Gia’s high heels and bright green scarf to get ready for the “stress” of first grade. The writer predicts the little one will grow up to be just as sweet and funny as her mother! Gia also was happy that her friend, Pat Pilachowski, is a prospective new member. 

Speaker:  Carl Spain is a native Marylander, former newspaper editor and political activist who lobbied successfully for the pre-paid college trust in our state, which includes 35,000 families and has an endowment of $1 billion. His book is Revelation, in which he discusses the literal revelation he experienced a few years ago. 
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The revelation led him to consider and share a series of observations about the brain, physics, love, a higher power and global economics. Among his observations described and/or charted in the book are:

· Energy and matter are the same thing and broken out of the same material.

· Time is a relative abstract concept.

· There is a god or higher being that is mathematically shown as love.

· Love is a metaphysical force, and science is now aiming at our higher consciousness. 

· We live in a universe where particles have free will, and so do we.

· The brain is a quantum instrument that connects to a higher instrument – free will.

· We have challenges on a global scale, but we have the ability to face them and beat them.

· Most people have the desire to do the right thing, which can have positive results at home, with U.S. policy, around the world and in the universe.

More information about Mr. Spain’s book is at www.TheRevelationBook.com. 

50/50 Drawing: The writer regrets not making note of who won the drawing. She was trying to figure out how to explain the speaker’s talk. She does recall that the winner ended up with a nice bottle of wine instead of the cash prize. 

The meeting was adjourned by Diane at 8:30 a.m. 
Note: The 20th Anniversary committee met after adjournment to discuss the November 7 dinner celebration. 

