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    Rotary Club of Towsontowne, Md. 

Early Edition for December 15, 2010

The meeting was called to order promptly at 7:15am by President Ellie. 

Writer: President-Elect Jo enthusiastically (?) volunteered. [The last time she wrote the E.E. was 2002, when she was editor for the year and it was printed out every week!]
Jenifer led the pledge and Le gave the invocation. 

Visiting Guests & Rotarians were many and included Ann Marie Ketron, wife of former DG Rob/Bob Ketron, several representatives from Morgan State University and the Mercy Ship, and others your editor was not able to write down fast enough.

During the Health & Well Being Moment, Ameous reminded us that the holidays are really a birthday celebration and reminder that loving each other is the greatest gift. 
Special Moment: Your editor was not at her seat when President Ellie announced that Andy is again a Paul Harris “multiple donor” and recipient of a ruby pin. Details are sketchy, but this is a rare honor bestowed on an esteemed and well-deserved member who sets an example for Rotary’s goals of world peace and understanding. 
Sergeant-at-Arms Joe had his arms full (get it?) of Happy Dollars from generous members and guests. Among the highlights -- Keith thanked the bell ringers who gathered to help the Salvation Army on December 11. Bill honored Andy for his award and mentioned the Maryland Food Bank needs items. Numerous members gave $$$ for Jim’s Gym at Arrow Ministry. Sounds like that new gym flood is about to be a reality for the kids. Season gave $20 for his absences and “just for everything!” Way to go, Season. Ray modeled his new helmet, gift of his wife for when his fainting spells kick in. As cute as you were, Ray, you had it on sideways! 

Announcements:  Officers for next year were elected. They are Tanya Sher, president-elect; Ed Podowski, secretary; and Jane Brewer, treasurer (again). President-elect Jo is in the process of speaking with potential heads of lanes of service. Stay tuned for outcomes.

The always-enthusiastic Joy reminded us that Rotary International’s foundation is a worthy recipient of our financial support. Our goal is to have every member contribute to the best of their abilities.
If you show up on December 29 you will be lonely because the week between Christmas and New Year’s Day is the only Wednesday we don’t meet during the year.  

Visitor Vince from the Baltimore Club reminded us that their annual bull roast fundraiser will be January 15 at the Fifth Regiment Armory downtown. It includes a silent auction, lots of great food, and generally raises between $40k- $50k. 
Our Speaker was introduced by Andy. Dr. David Wilson is the 12th president of Morgan State University. A son of an Alabama sharecropper, Dr. Wilson went to a one-room school headed by a potbelly stove. He must have paid attention because he attended several top-ranked academic institutions, including Harvard, where he received his doctoral degree. He was chancellor of the University of Wisconsin prior to being named to the Morgan post six months ago. 

Dr. Wilson spoke about America’s early higher education system, which primarily trained ministers and routinely denied admission to blacks until federal laws in the mid-1800’s granted land to colleges that enrolled them. Morgan was founded in 1867 primarily for black students whose opportunities were marginalized. Rather than focus on the university’s history, Dr. Wilson chose to speak about the present and future. Morgan has 8,000 students and a budget of $200 million. It is: First in the nation in the number of doctoral degrees granted to blacks; among the top three African American institutions granting electrical engineering degrees to blacks; and a leading institution for Fulbright scholars among faculty members and students. 
Dr. Wilson said a recent strategic plan projects that enrollment will jump by 10 % to 15%, in the next decade, with many students studying online. A capital program will raise funds to overcome a $500 million backlog. It must be overcome to keep the school competitive and move it into the top tier of research institutions. He added that Morgan has an important role in the local economy by training competent workers. Many students and faculty members are now from China, South Africa and Brazil. In conclusion, Dr. Wilson said he is “hell-bent on building a strong legacy.”

Before departing, our speaker drew Rob Brown’s number from the pumpkin pot, and he went away with a nice bottle of wine donated by Meena. That means the cash is piling up for a future winner. Rob led us in reciting the Four Way Test, and the meeting was adjourned promptly at 8:30am by President Ellie, who guards her stopwatch with her life. 

Happy Holiday! See you December 22 for the club re-gifting celebration. 

