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Early Edition
Weekly Newsletter of the

Rotary Club of Towsontowne

October 7, 2009

Reminder: 
Tickets are limited for the Club’s 20th Anniversary Celebration!



Reserve yours NOW. $60 per person 



Saturday, November 7 from 6 pm to 10 pm
Country Club of Maryland



For information, contact Jack Giacomo – 410.337.7348 or 



Le Mebust – 410.296.6975
General Announcement: For the October 14 meeting, members are encouraged to bring photos of the Club’s activities over the last two decades. They will be borrowed as part of the anniversary dinner. 
Call to Order:

7:25 am by Chris Siciliano for President Neil Young
Pledge:


Kathy Yeager 

Invocation:

Rick Mowen
Visiting Guests and Rotarians:  Introduced by Secretary Tanya Sher -- Kristin Lagana, president of Towsontowne Rotaract; A.J. Whitmore; Sondra Leidesdorff, guest of Bob Kalinowski; Sara Phelps
Health and Well-Being: Lynne Garber engaged the Club, as always, with words of wit and wisdom before the secret Towsontowne greeting. Thankfully, Carl Tippett has returned to the Club after surgery on a portion of his body that is a bit confusing, but most likely a kidney. At a prior meeting, Carl announced surgeons would remove his “right spleen,” but members were skeptical. In fact, they rudely roared with glee at his faux pas. This week, he described the procedure in more detail than is proper during breakfast (or any meal); none the less, it was wonderful to see the gentleman who has not missed a meeting in four decades. Carl also announced his son is improving after two brain aneurysms and several surgeries. Our prayers are with the entire Tippett family. Rina Reed’s mother-in-law continues to improve as well. We are grateful for the good news this week! 
Sergeant-at-Arms: Rick chose an admittedly “arbitrary” gimmick for raising Happy Dollars: All members with blue eyes who were not wearing underwear forked over a buck. Among those who responded, and in some cases provided too much detail about their under garments, were Diane Eaton, Kathy, Linda Tice, Suzanne Pierce, Curt Heinfelden, Ed Powdosky, Joe Tillman, and Gia Magliano (who gave extra bucks for foster children). As always, Ameous Lucas graciously donated Happy Dollars for foster kids and families, for being part of a wonderful Club, and for his organization’s fundraiser for transitional housing. Others who generously responded were Pat Pilochowski, Ellie Elgin, Rob Brown (for the Rotary Foundation), Wayne Caskey (for the marital value of cruises), Jane Brewer (for a Club she loves and for her son-in-law’s good surgical outcome), Jack Giacomo (for our Club’s distinction as having women charter members, which was unusual 20 years ago).  As is his custom, Rob Ketron had a $2 bill handy.
Announcements: Despite this writer’s experience as a newspaper reporter, the general confusion (and loud chatter) as the meeting progressed made it difficult for her to distinguish Announcements from the Program. Therefore, she has done her best to cover all the bases, as it were. Rotaract President announced her club has 15 members and would like to collaborate more with our Club. Projects include Fisher House for returning soldiers, the Maryland Food Bank, and Boy Scouts of America. 
Program:   This week’s program was a brief but information-packed presentation on the Rotary International Foundation to encourage members’ support. Brenda Dandy and Rob Brown introduced the club’s Paul Harris Fellows, each of whom has donated at least $1,000 for Rotary International programs in education, shelter, potable water, health care and food for people around the world. Those generous members are Le Mebust, Ed Powdosky, Joe Tillman, Linda Tice, Jane Brewer, Adam Spence, and Bob Joy.  Congratulations and thank you!

Rob continued by explaining Towsontowne Rotary has had 42 Harris Fellows in the last 20 years and has raised more than $205,000 for service projects. He also mentioned the Bequest Society as a way to give to the Foundation. Rob added that 100 percent of donations goes directly to programs. More information, including a video, is available at www.rotary.org.
The 50/50 bottle of wine went to Ellie. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 a.m. The anniversary committee met afterward.
Writer:  Jo Martin

