ROTARY CLUB OF TOWSONTOWNE
Early Edition for January 30th , 2008 

Mtg Called to order by Diane at 7:15

E. E. Writer - Richard Sunderland

Pledge by Rob Brown, PDG

Invocation by Neil Young

Visitors and guests- Jerry Neppl , Hunt Valley. Jerry Selby, Towson. David Libdem, Bonds Meadows, Westminster. In addition we had the biggest crowd ever at our meeting. There were 27 guests present, a big # were guests of Brenda Dandy. We thank all those members who brought a guest. See Ellie for a detailed list of potential new members …

Sgt. At Arms --- Joe collected many dollars from members and guests. Again, there are too many to list all. Here are a few, A number of dollars given for Carl in honor of his 52 years perfect attendance and also for his return to good health after a recent illness. Neil gave a dollar for Prem and the wonderful meal that was provided at Prem’s restaurant. A dollar was given in honor of Boy Scout Day, Feb. 8th, the day they were founded.

Announcements -- The District is looking for volunteers to help with registration at the District Conf. The club donated $200 to Rotary’s newest club, the Rotary Club of Southern Harford County. Bob Kalinoski attended a summit on Hunger recently.

Speaker -- Our speaker, Bob Ehrlich was given a big welcome. The Governor did his usual great job with some remarks about current political topics of interest to all. To offset what we hear everyday in the media, he gave us some facts. The State has a surplus. We just don’t have all the money the current Governor wants to spend. Structural Deficit ? What is it ? No one knows. Unlike the federal government, the state can’t print money, so they can only cut costs or raise taxes. Bob suggests we don’t need to cut, just slow the growth. On taxing computer services, he suggests it is the worst thing they could do. Instead of raising 200 Million, it could cost the state 200 Million. New companies won’t come to MD and some will leave. Slowing growth is a foreign concept in Annapolis. Bob touched on the immigration issue. We may get 2 different driver’s licenses, one for ID to fly, and one to drive with, if you are an illegal Marylander. Bob finally touched on the subject of Nancy Grasmick. Whether you like her on not, she is not being treated fairly !!! As we all know, the school situation in Baltimore is a MESS. Responding to Jane’s question, Bob is considering running again, but he has many things to take into consideration before the next election. He did a good job in his first campaign, but he was also lucky to win in Maryland as a Republican. 

50/50 Winner--- Ellie Elgin

Adjourn at 8:45 am 

Programs

Feb 6 David Slomkowski – Helping Kids with Disabilities 
Feb 13 Debbi Weinberg – Girls Empowerment Mission (see www.gemmaryland.org for more information
Feb 20 Hugh Sission – Clipper City Brewing how beer is made in a small, local brewery
Feb 27 Sandra Magsden – Table Tiles, Inc. Tales from an entrepreneur

Dance Card
Greeter Early Edition Tidbit
February 6 Richard S Linda Tice Richard S
February 13 Linda Tice Joe Tillman Carl Tippett
February 20 Joe Tillman Carl Tippett Scott Turnbaugh
February 27 Carl Tippett Scott Turnbaugh Hannes Van Wagenberg
