Towsontowne Rotary Club

                                   Foundation Luncheon

7/23/08

Meeting was called to order by Club President Rina Reed

Pledge lead by Rina Reed

Invocation by Le Mebust

Visiting Rotarians: Tim Fisher, Andy Smith, Linda Dieter, Mary Hilton, and Richard Walker. 

Visiting Rotaractors – Kim Gervasini and Beth Estabrook

Rina thanked everyone for coming and turned the meeting over to Jack Giacomo – Foundation President. 

Thanks were given to Frank Winner for the wonderful lunch – He, in turn, thanked Ginger and Steve for helping.

Jack announced that our club has given out $22,600.00 over the past year in grants to various organizations. He asked those recipients to come up and give a brief explanation of what they are doing and how they have benefited from our donations. 

1st – The newly formed Towsontowne Rotaract Club, President Kim Gervasini and President elect Beth Estabrook said they were chartered 2/1/08 and they have already hit the ground running.

They explained that the Rotaract Club is a group of young professionals helping in the community. These are our future Rotarians, folks! 

They have collected donations and made a presentation of gifts to The Fisher House, a rehabilitation facility for soldiers. They have also assisted Alex Griffith for troop 109, with and Eagle Scout project of building a playground in Russia. They are having a summer membership drive to get more members.

2nd- - Starfish School- A school in Brazil that helps the needy children. Richard Sunderland explained that our $ is helping furnish the school with laboratory equipment.   

3rd – Nepal Ambulance Project – Yea – Finally it is happening. 

Season Shresta who is from Nepal, thanked us for the matching Grant to purchase a much-needed ambulance for the Setti Ganga Hospital. It has taken perseverance for this project to be complete and we are actually seeing light at the end of the tunnel

4th – Children’s Guild Summer School project – “Exchange City”

Teaches children life skills. Richard Walker thanked us and explained how the project works.

5th George Hernandez – we have helped in the past through his Boy Scout connection– talked about his summer internship at Johns Hopkins Hospital. He is working with engineers and other officers – He is also working on his Eagle Scout.

6th  Shawtaire Thompson – She did it – She graduated from Cornell with her bachelor’s degree – she kept very busy with a double major and her volunteer work at 2 prisons. – She is looking for a job – but is also planning on going to law school.  

7th – Connie Unseld – Thanked Rotary for our continued support of the School- She introduced 4 students who took part in the poster contest and the 4 way speech contest. We presented awards and checks to the students.

8th – Parkville Robotics – Nick Cappelino spoke about the program of students who actually build robots. They work with engineers from Lockheed Martin to complete the project in 6 weeks before they take it on the road for a competition at the Naval academy. He said they could not do this with out help from the community and thanked Rotary for their continuing support.  

9th – ACTC – Cathy Burgess – thanked us for our continuing support- Obviously with our tough economic times – they are feeding more people now than ever before. There is a growing demand of financial aid from the community. 

10th Md. Food Bank – Shanna Yetman echoed Cathy Burgess. She said they are seeing 25% - 50% increase. There are many empty shelves and they are in need of $ donations to try to end hunger

11th – donation is being made to Canaan Baptist in the name of Carlton Thomas. Carlton is the EMT fireman who saved Suzanne Pearce’s life. 

12th Epigraph School in Russia- $ sent for computers for the school.

13th Kids for Peace program- Mary Hilton talked about the summer camp focusing on empowering young children in dealing with issues of peace and justice

14th Athletes serving Athletes – Founded by our Rotarian David Slomkowski – affords children with disabilities the change to compete in athletic events. The $ we gave to the foundation will be used to purchase sporting equipment.

15th – RYLA- rob Ketrom gave an overview of the program and how our club has played an integral part in RYLA. He was proud to issue a certificate to George Hernandez

16th – Gallaudet University – was sent a scholarship contribution.

17th YWCA was sent a contribution

18th Carver Center for the Arts was sent a scholarship contribution

Rob Brown talked about R.I and the vision for next year is “Make Dreams Real” Last year 100 million dollars was given out – The goal for this year is 120Million. 

LAST BUT NOT LEAST – ROTARIAN OF THE YEAR – DRUM ROLL – PLEASE 

ADAM SPENCE –WELL DESERVED 

Meeting ended at 1:30 with Chris Siciliano leading us in the 4 way Test.   

