Early Edition-Towsontowne Rotary Club 7/27/11
Meeting called to order by Jo at 7:15

Pledge: Wayne

Greeter: Ameous

Invocation: Le

Visiting Guests and Rotarians: Ed introduced Carl and Mary Vahl from the Baltimore City Club. Tony Marchione, one of our club’s past Presidents and Nancy Schnimmen(spelling?), a previous guest of Andy’s .

Announcements: Picnic sign up for Sept.25 @ Neil’s house.Membership focus on  members we haven’t seen recently. Everyone should serve on a committee. Quick board meeting today. Ameous is getting married to Cara next week. Congratulations!!!!! Rotary Foundation seminar @ Loew’s Annapolis Hotel on Sept. 10 from 8-12:30pm. A group from our club should attend.
We missed Carl today.

Rotary Tidbit: Diane referred to the importance of knowing Rotary Basics: What it means to the members.

Happy $ collected by: Joe Tillman who had to pay big time for his unmentionable remark!!! Welcome Tony back from Le, Rob Brown and Jane.Carl Vahl happy to donate for being here. $5.00 from Jo for enjoying being Pres. George for the toughest Rotarian- Rob Brown. Nancy S. for last week’s farming talk. Bev for getting closer to her military retirement. Brenda for stating that one of Baltimore’s past ,ayors was a man named George Brown. Diane for having a great vacation. Linda for promoting Sept. 27 talk by A. Basu. “I Will Survive” examining the current state and future of our economy. Chris for his loss of A/C, fault of BGE. Kelly for good weather. Keith for leaving early. Suzanne for thanking Bev for her help at the YMCA to see her granddaughter perform. Neil for Dave S. for the Chestertown 5K Run and for Neil ignoring BGE’s offer. Season for ceremony for Nepalese boys becoming men and Season has gone through 3 wedding ceremonies with the same woman!! Ameous for new beginnings and children without families and marrying Cara. Ed for Jo’s integrity. Andy for a family outing at Ligonnoire Valley and for getting married twice to Dianne. Dwight for spending week at Boy Scout camp. Jane for granddaughter going to Central America.
Presentation: Carl  and Mary Vahl worked on project called WASRAG(Water and Sanitation Rotary Action Group) in Niger where “water is life”. In 2008. 3 wells were drilled for $6000. In 2009, 6 wells were drilled and then 9 wells. The Rotoract members were crucial to this project’s success.  Carl presented this information on a video and also presented in New Orleans. 8000 children perish / day due to bad water. Appropriate technology= Sustainability. Hand augers were used to start the wells and everything was done by hand to insure continued maintenance would be successful. The only maintenance is replacing the rope. A rope and gasket pump are used to get to the bottom of the well to bring the water up to the surface. This region is economically incapable of having water even though the water exists . In 3 years, 36 wells have been created. Children have been spending up to 8-10 hours daily carrying water to their families with no time for education. Now, a school was built in 1 year after a well was drilled, thus there is a strong connection between water, health and education. This year, 10-15 more wells will be drilled. All materials used are locally purchased in Niger.
50/50 Winner: Chris continues his reign, though he’s just getting a bottle.

Metting adjourned at 8:30

