Early Edition, 5/25/11
Rotary Club of Towsontowne

The meeting was called to order by president substitute Le at 7:15 in a cozy second floor room at the Sheraton Hotel
The pledge was signaled by Rob Brown and proudly led by Rina.
Visiting Guests and Rotarians: None this day.
Announcements: Dwight completed a mural project for Arrow Ministries with protégé Christian Pasco.  Rob Brown reported on Rotary funds that were raised and will be allocated by the District ($60,000.00 international, $20,000.00 local scholarship money, $30,000.00 in Global scholarships, and more).  Andy also reported that the Dinosaur Park project is making progress.
Health and Well-Being:  Ameous gave a reading on the importance of laughing at ourselves.  To summarize: look at your life as a comedy and don’t take things too seriously.  The rest of the meeting was basically a demonstration of this as constant laughter emanated from the usually rowdy Suzanne Pearce table.  
Rotary Tidbit: Jane was impressed to see all the flags welcoming Rotarians in New Orleans during the previous week

Sergeant at Arms:  General happy dollars were given by many for the joyous spirit in the room.  Joe and brother Dick made lewd jokes that are not to be repeated in this family friendly edition.  Season missed his invocation but was able to give it with a happy dollar.  Mahmood gave money for Rob’s good report on money.  Jim was there and was happy.  Ameous gave dollars for Dwight’s good work at Arrow and for Richard’s brother’s sculpture of the Lion and the Lamb for Arrow.  Chris was back and fired up a trip to Iceland after narrowly avoiding a volcano eruption.  Rob K. wanted everyone to know that he did his makeup meeting the other night to keep his perfect attendance.  Keith was able to successfully install his rain barrel.  Le reminded us to remember people of the Midwest affected by the violent weather.  Brenda got some more foundation checks but needs more to get 100% participation.  HAVE YOU GIVEN TO THE FOUNDATION YET?
Speakers: 
Joe Tillman Classification Speech:

Joe began his career in the trucking business working for Fruhoff in Oxford, MD.  He sold trucking equipment and trailers.  Things were going well for Joe and Fruhoff until the government decided to introduce transportation deregulations.  Prior to this change, transportation companies hauling good across state lines had to follow ICC regulations and be licensed.  This license was a valuable asset for Fruhoff.  However, after the deregulation that value was greatly reduced and Fruhoff eventually went out of business after 30 years.  Joe was in search of another job and found a new career as a real estate agent.  However, Joe feels that the government is interfering with this industry by changing regulations.  An example he cites is real estate appraisers, who must be chosen by the government.  Joe’s message: keep the government out of business.  On the Rotary side, Joe admits that the Towsontowne Rotary helps to keep him sane and he loves the club.  One of his lighter Rotary memories is the Chia Pet Event in which Bob, Steve and Jack, some of the balder members of the club, fostered alfalfa hair growing china objects.  Lynne admits joining the club because of this event.

David Kurniawan Classification Speech:

David is in the sign business and is originally from Indonesia, a country that he goes back to every 4 years.  He gave a computer presentation which began with pictures of beautiful Indonesia: Bali, Jakarta, and other areas.  He went Towson University and graduated in 1996 with a degree in computer science.  While at Towson he took a drawing class and enjoyed it so much that he decided to pursue art and design as a career.  With his knowledge of computer science and interest in art and design he started a printing business as a hobby.  Eventually this became his career and in July 2003 he started MD Signs and Graphics in Towson in the shoe where Towson Stationers used to be.  His wife also runs the business with him.  David showed us examples of his impressive work including signs in brail that follow ADA guidelines, signs at GBMC, area restaurants and Storyville in Woodlawn.  Dave’s company can also do building wraps and put signs on floors that are walkable.  One of the features that differentiate MD Signs and Graphics from other sign companies are their Green Business Practices.  They use low or no VOC (volatile organic compounds) non solvent based inks and participate in a recycling program.  

Many thanks to our classification speakers and Le for leading our meeting!

George Brown 6/2/11 
